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IŸ
anything new?" is the question k.3 constantly asked by nearly everyone attending the Radiological Society of North America (RSNA), because no one wants to go home having missed some exciting development. This year had its share of exciting developments, but the most striking aspects of the meeting were the ubiquity of digital imaging and the enthusiasm of attendees for digital image management and information systems. PACS, RIS, and teleradiology have finally come of age.
Acceptance of these systems has been a long time coming. When the first International Society for Optical Engineers (SPIE) Conference on PACS was held in 1982, it was thought that all-digital radiology departments were just around the corner, likely to be commonplace within 5 years. But early visionaries did not fully appreciate the height of technical and economic hurdles that PACS would have to cross. Not all of those hurdles are crossed today, but designers of systems now have a much more realistic view of what available technology can accomplish. Asa result, the systems being proposed and widely implemented are more modest, but they work reliably, solve real problems, and do not require inordinate expenditures.
There is no question that the Society for Computer Applications in Radiology (SCAR) and its active members have played key roles in these developments. I hesitate to start enumerating them for fear that I will omit important names, but a glance at the Editorial Board of this journal or the Author's Index in the November issue will make the point. SCAR set out to bridge the gap between the technical community that designs these systems and the clinical community that uses them. That gap still exists, of course, and there is a continuing need for thoughtful, constructive interchange between them, which is the role that SCAR aspires to play. We have come a long way, but we still have a Iong way to go.
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